🎼 COMPONENT 2: Composing (30%)
Free Composition
· Clear intention / brief
· Appropriate structure (binary, ternary, pop song form, etc.)
· Effective melody writing
· Suitable harmony/chords
· Rhythmic variety
· Clear texture & layering
· Stylistic consistency
· Accurate notation or detailed DAW screenshot
· Final audio exported
Set Brief Composition (released annually)
· Composition meets requirements of the brief
· Uses stylistic features relevant to the stimulus
· Developed motifs/themes
· Clear musical journey
Composing Log
· Initial ideas
· Development decisions
· Technology/software used
· Evaluation of final piece

🎧 COMPONENT 3: Listening & Appraising (40%)
AOS 1 — Musical Forms and Devices
· Features of binary, ternary & rondo forms
· Ground bass
· Ornamentation
· Baroque/Classical stylistic elements
· Cadences (perfect, imperfect, plagal, interrupted)
· Scales & keys
Set Work: Badinerie (J.S. Bach)
· Baroque characteristics
· Structure & motifs
· Harmonic features
· Texture and instrumentation
· Use of sequences & ornaments

AOS 2 — Music for Ensemble
· Chamber music characteristics
· Jazz features
· Blues features
· Musical theatre conventions
· Homophonic vs polyphonic texture
· Ensemble roles (melody, harmony, accompanist, bass line)

AOS 3 — Film Music
· Leitmotifs and themes
· Underscoring and Mickey‑Mousing
· Use of dissonance and texture for tension
· Timbre for character themes
· Tempo & rhythm for action scenes
· Common film scoring techniques (string tremolo, pedal notes, drones)

AOS 4 — Popular Music
· Rock, pop, Bhangra, fusion and EDM features
· Common chord progressions
· Syncopation and drum patterns
· Instrumentation and technology (synths, sampling, loops)
· Structure (verse–chorus form, bridge, middle 8)
Set Work: “Africa” – Toto
· Instrumentation & recording techniques
· Rhythmic features
· Vocal harmonies
· Texture & arrangement
· Structure
· Key & harmony

🎼 MUSIC THEORY CHECKLIST
Rhythm & Metre
· Simple vs compound time
· Note values & rests
· Syncopation
· Cross‑rhythms
Melody
· Scales (major, minor, pentatonic, modal)
· Intervals
· Ornamentation
· Conjunct vs disjunct movement
Harmony
· Primary chords I, IV, V, VI
· Cadences (perfect, imperfect, plagal, interrupted)
· Chord progressions
· Drone / pedal notes
Texture
· Monophonic, homophonic, polyphonic
· Melody and accompaniment
· Layering in popular and film music
Timbre & Dynamics
· Instrument families
· Electronic instruments
· Dynamic markings & articulation

🎤 EXAM TECHNIQUE CHECKLIST
· Use musical vocabulary precisely
· Identify instruments accurately
· Compare/contrast extracts effectively
· Answer 8‑mark questions with full analysis
· Comment on DR SMITH: 
· Dynamics
· Rhythm
· Structure
· Melody
· Instrumentation
· Texture
· Harmony

