







Dear Parents and Carers,
April 2026
Dear Parents and Carers and Students,
As we approach the start of the GCSE examinations, we would like to share some important information with you about what we expect of students during this period. 
Students are expected to be in school, either for exams or for their normal lessons, up to 22nd May. They should continue to attend all timetabled lessons. Before each exam, we will run a preparation session for that subject. For morning exams, this session will take place either after school the day before or on the morning of the exam. For afternoon exams, preparation sessions will take place during period 3. 
As with the mock exams, the GCSE exams will begin at 9am and 1pm. Students are expected to arrive in good time and be lined up by 8.50am or 12.50pm. For afternoon exams, students will be able to collect lunch during period 4 in the canteen. 
From Monday 1 June, Year 11 students will move onto a study timetable. Where exams are still taking place in a subject, lessons will continue as normal and students are expected to attend these to support their preparation. For periods when students do not have timetabled lessons, there will be designated revision rooms available in school for quiet independent study. 
From this date, students may also begin study leave. This means they can choose to study from home on days when they do not have exams. However, it is the responsibility of both students and parents or carers to ensure that students attend school and arrive on time for all examinations. 
We strongly encourage students to attend school wherever possible. If students do not remain at home for study leave, they are welcome to attend lessons, revision sessions and use the quiet study spaces in school until their final exam. 
We ask that you have honest conversations at home about what will work best for your child. If you feel your child is unlikely to work effectively from home, please ensure they attend school. If, however, you believe they will study more productively at home, they may take advantage of study leave. An overview of the exam schedule and in school revision sessions is attached. 
We are currently exploring the possibility of offering an early minibus service from the Belmont area on days when there are morning exams, to support students who may wish to arrive in school earlier to prepare. At this stage, no arrangements have been confirmed. If this is something that would be useful for your child, please email rwilliams@kingstoneacademy.co.uk to register your interest, as this will help us to determine whether the service is viable. 
We really appreciate the support we receive from families. Please be aware that if your child is not in school on time for an exam, we will contact you to confirm where they are and how they will be getting to school in time for their exam. 
Students need to be ready for their exams and should already be revising regularly in short, focused, sessions. The night before an exam, they should ensure they have a good night's sleep so that they are fully rested. They should also have enough food to support them through the exam. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions or concerns. 
Kind regards
Mrs Williams 
Head of Year 11
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